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We need more volunteers  to work vari-
ous positions at the May Spring Show! 
Call Vivian or come in and sign up on the 
sheets for either Saturday or Sunday, May 
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Born and raised in Ohio, I received a BA in Sociology and entered the workforce as a child wel-
fare social worker.  Due to a love of math, I became intrigued by Computer Science and with a 
career change soon found myself climbing the ladder at IBM.  Positions in marketing, systems 
installations, software development, and management kept me interested for 27 years.  For three 
years afterwards I was a Managing Director of Information Systems at Hartford Hospital in Hart-
ford, CT, where we lived until my husband and I discovered Prescott in 1998.  

Once in Prescott we built a home and a studio, where I was finally able to immerse myself in my 
longstanding love of working with clay.  The magic of clay created a passion that has been with 
me since I made my first pot at an evening class in 1965.  The sporadic pottery classes I was 
able to squeeze in during my working career, provided my balance and stress release. Having 
spent my career using my left-brain to solve computer systems challenges, I am now into a jour-
ney toward right brain artistic expression.  The challenge is exciting, and at times very frustrating, 
but I love it. 

My primary focus is functional and decorative mid-fire stoneware, hand-thrown on a potter’s 
wheel or hand-built.  I enjoy the rhythm of both techniques, and the integration of textures from 
nature.  Exploration of various firing processes, including raku and saggar, has brought me de-
light and surprise due to the randomness of the results.  On a recent vacation in Mexico, I at-
tempted my first greenware pit firing.  One of the many pleasures about clay is the never-ending 
combination of options for construction, decoration, glazing, and firing. 

Carol Commins introduced me to MAG in 2001 and I have been a member since 2002.  When 
MAG moved to Alarcon St, and I joined the gallery committee, Linda Wiley trained me well.  I 
enjoy being a part of the gallery team and participating in its growth.   In 2003 Barbara Andress 
and I began a collaboration of clay with her welded steel work.  The relationship has thrived and 
stretched both of us in new directions.  

Each year I open my studio to others for the Empty Bowls charity event.  It’s a joy to see how 
people, who have never touched clay, can make a soup bowl.  I helped establish the MAG spon-
sored quad-city artists’ studio tour in 2008 and was a member of the studio tour committee its 
first two years. 

In addition to Carol Commins, local 
artists who have inspired me in-
clude David McDonald, Sandy 
Terry, Karen Price and Glenn Trot-
ter.  When I hike local trails with 
friends and my dog, new ideas for 
forms and textures come to life. 
Yoga helps me return to centering.  
I see no end to my artistic journey.           
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